
There’s a New Fly in Town:  Detection of European Cherry Fruit Fly in Ontario  

The Canadian Food Inspection Agency (CFIA) has confirmed the detection of European cherry fruit fly 

(ECFF), Rhagoletis cerasi, at an urban park in Mississauga, Ontario.  The ECFF is considered a regulated 

pest to Canada and the United States, which means it is subject to official control including quarantine.  

These finds represent the first detection in North America.   We do not know if ECFF is causing damage 

in commercial cherry orchards in Ontario.  The CFIA is carrying out additional surveillance to delimit the 

distribution of this pest.  We will have additional information on potential action once the results of the 

survey are known.   

The main hosts include the fruit of commercial sweet and tart cherry, as well as uncultivated wild hosts 

black and mahaleb cherry, and honeysuckle.  The ECFF has a biology and lifecycle that is very similar to 

our native cherry fruit flies (except ECFF is active earlier and will attack green and yellow fruit), and so 

control measures that are already in place would likely manage risk in commercial cherries.  The damage 

caused by European cherry fruit fly is very similar to that caused by other cherry fruit fly species and the 

insecticides registered in cherries for “cherry fruit fly” will provide control of this new pest if it is present 

in Ontario cherry orchards.  If you have more than usual injury from cherry fruit fly (of any kind) please 

contact Wendy McFadden-Smith at wendy.mcfadden-smith@ontario.ca.  

 

Figure 1.  European cherry fruit flies have a yellow dot on their body and can be distinguished from 

related species by the patterns on their wings.  Look for an isolated (or mostly isolated) black notch on 

the wing (circled). Photo credit: Steve Paiero, School of Environmental Sciences, University of Guelph 
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Figure 2.  Wing patterns of other fruit flies (Tephritidae).  Cherry fruit fly lacks the isolated “notch” that 

is present in European cherry fruit fly. 

For more information: 

A key to the fruit flies on Ontario (not including ECFF): 

http://cjai.biologicalsurvey.ca/jmhn_15/jmhn_15.pdf  

NAPPO pest alert link: http://www.pestalert.org/oprDetail.cfm?oprID=665  

  

IPPC bilingual pest notice:  

https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/canada/pestreports/2016/07/rhagoletis-cerasi-european-cherry-fruit-

fly-detected-in-ontario-la-presence-de-rhagoletis-cerasi-la-mouche-de-la-cerise-est-confirmee-en-

ontario/ 

  

Pest fact sheet posted: http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/insects/european-

cherry-fruit-fly/eng/1467981423932/1467981769931 

http://cjai.biologicalsurvey.ca/jmhn_15/jmhn_15.pdf
http://www.pestalert.org/oprDetail.cfm?oprID=665
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/canada/pestreports/2016/07/rhagoletis-cerasi-european-cherry-fruit-fly-detected-in-ontario-la-presence-de-rhagoletis-cerasi-la-mouche-de-la-cerise-est-confirmee-en-ontario/
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/canada/pestreports/2016/07/rhagoletis-cerasi-european-cherry-fruit-fly-detected-in-ontario-la-presence-de-rhagoletis-cerasi-la-mouche-de-la-cerise-est-confirmee-en-ontario/
https://www.ippc.int/en/countries/canada/pestreports/2016/07/rhagoletis-cerasi-european-cherry-fruit-fly-detected-in-ontario-la-presence-de-rhagoletis-cerasi-la-mouche-de-la-cerise-est-confirmee-en-ontario/
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/insects/european-cherry-fruit-fly/eng/1467981423932/1467981769931
http://www.inspection.gc.ca/plants/plant-pests-invasive-species/insects/european-cherry-fruit-fly/eng/1467981423932/1467981769931

