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Before entering these fields, which one(s) do you 
have to consider potential pesticide exposure?

a)  Corn b)  Raspberries

c)  Pick-your-own lavender d)  Organic crops

e) a & b (Corn and 
Raspberries)

f)  All of the above
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Pesticides on 
the Farm

• Conventional and Organic Pest Control Products (Pesticides)

• Most crops are sprayed with pesticides at some point during the growing 
season

• ALWAYS Err on the side of caution – consider the possibility that the field 
you are entering may have been sprayed.

• Do not enter a field until you have confirmed whether it has been 
sprayed, what it has been sprayed with,  and when it was sprayed.

• Need to protect yourself



Using 
Pesticides in 
Canada

• All products applied for pest control must be reviewed and registered by 
Health Canada’s Pesticide Regulatory Directorate (PRD)

o Formerly known as the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA)
 

• Regististration is based on detailed scientific data to assess product safety 
and value (e.g. efficacy, residues, plant metabolism, soil dissipation, 
occupational exposure)

• Data is used to establish the product label
o outlines how the product can be legally used
o specifies safety protocols to minimize worker exposure during and 

after application
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Exposure
• You can be exposed to pesticides if you enter a 

treated area too soon after application.

• Exposure can be:
 - oral 
 - dermal 
 - respiratory

• Over time, pesticide residues and 
vapours dissipate until they no longer 
pose a risk to workers entering fields.  

• The length of time required varies with the product, the 
rate, the type of work and environmental conditions.



The period of time that agricultural workers, or anyone else, must not 
do hand labour in treated areas after a pesticide has been applied. 

• The PRD determines the REI based on risk. 

• You will find the REIs on the product label

• Gives time for pesticide residues to breakdown 
to safe levels (including a safety factor) for work to be done.
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Restricted Entry Interval (REI)



Hand Labour Tasks

• Involve substantial worker contact with 
treated surfaces such as plants, plant parts 
or soil. 

• Examples: planting, harvesting, pruning, 
detasseling, thinning, weeding, scouting, topping,
sucker removal, mowing, roguing, and packing 
produce into containers in the field or greenhouse. 

• You can only do these tasks after the REI has passed. 



Restricted Entry Intervals

• Can range from 0 hours to several days

• Specific to PRODUCT, CROP and 
post-application TASK

• REIs can change over time 
 Check the current pesticide label

• For a tank mix, go with the longest REI

No REI on the label? 
Use a 12 hour REI.
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12 REI = 48 Hours
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https://pr-rp.hc-
sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-
eng.php

Spell 
correctly

https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php
https://pr-rp.hc-sc.gc.ca/ls-re/index-eng.php


14

Example:

- Product Name

- Basagran
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Ontario.ca/ 
CropProtection

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontario.ca%2Fcropprotection&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.McFadden-Smith%40ontario.ca%7Cba82e1b54197428129bf08da1672b909%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637846979225637035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w7xSpTO%2BeT752dO%2BJoAYQxSkcrztDt7EjhlbJXGEzxA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontario.ca%2Fcropprotection&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.McFadden-Smith%40ontario.ca%7Cba82e1b54197428129bf08da1672b909%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637846979225637035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w7xSpTO%2BeT752dO%2BJoAYQxSkcrztDt7EjhlbJXGEzxA%3D&reserved=0
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Ontario.ca/ 
CropProtection

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontario.ca%2Fcropprotection&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.McFadden-Smith%40ontario.ca%7Cba82e1b54197428129bf08da1672b909%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637846979225637035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w7xSpTO%2BeT752dO%2BJoAYQxSkcrztDt7EjhlbJXGEzxA%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fontario.ca%2Fcropprotection&data=04%7C01%7CWendy.McFadden-Smith%40ontario.ca%7Cba82e1b54197428129bf08da1672b909%7Ccddc1229ac2a4b97b78a0e5cacb5865c%7C0%7C0%7C637846979225637035%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=w7xSpTO%2BeT752dO%2BJoAYQxSkcrztDt7EjhlbJXGEzxA%3D&reserved=0
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Before entering fields

• Find out if any pesticides were applied to the 
crop you plan to enter - ask the grower or 
spray applicator or check the spray records 

• Look up the REI for the product that was 
applied to the crop

• Do not enter the crop until the REI has ended

• Tell your supervisor where you’ll be that day

• Check with your supervisor on any products 
with special instructions beyond the REI
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Spray Hub app



When you arrive 
at the field

• Miscommunication can 
happen

• Learn to recognize signs of 
spraying

Distinct Odour



Signs of Spraying



Signs of Spraying

Tractor spray row tracks



Signs of Spraying

Sound of the Sprayer



Signs of Spraying

Residues 

on leaves



Pesticide Residue??

Nope.

Calcium Magnesium 

precipitates in 

irrigation water

When in doubt, leave the field and call the 
grower to confirm or call your supervisor.



The minimum time that must pass between 
the last pesticide application and the harvesting of the crop 

or the grazing and cutting of the crop for livestock feed

• When you apply a pesticide to a crop, some residue may remain on the 
crop at harvest time. 

• If you harvest a crop before the pre-harvest interval (PHI) has ended, there 
may be pesticide residues in excess of the maximum residue limits (MRLs) set 
by PMRA

• MRL = maximum amount of pesticide residue that may remain on food after a pesticide is applied 
as per label directions and which can safely be consumed 

• PRD sets the MRL well below a level that may cause harm to human health 
• MRL is specific for every pesticide-crop combination
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Pre-harvest Interval (PHI)



Good Hygiene Practices for Scouts

Always wash your hands thoroughly before 
eating, drinking or using the toilet.

Regular laundering of clothing separate  
from other clothes is recommended

Shower at the end of the day



Potential Symptoms of Exposure

headache, fatigue, 
irritation of the skin, eyes, nose or throat, 

loss of appetite, dizziness, 
nausea or vomiting, diarrhea, 

decreased muscle coordination, 
blurred vision

  GET MEDICAL HELP Immediately



For Pesticide Poisonings, call…

Ontario Poison Centre

1-800-268-9017

or

9-1-1



Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Agribusiness

Thank you!
Scout Safely.
Questions?

Josh Mosiondz
Minor Use Coordinator
226-971-3407
Joshua.Mosiondz@ontario.ca
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