
ORCHARD MANAGEMENT
Red Carpet Ready:         
Tools to Improve Apple Blush







Table 1. Comparison of common reflective fabrics used in apple orchard systems

Fabric Type White Woven Reflective Fabrics Metallized Plastic Films

Definition & 
Attributes 

Woven polyethylene/ polypropylene blends specific for 
horticultural use
Durable, reusable and water permeable 
Reflect and diffuse light throughout the canopy (Figure 1) 
Typically used for multiple seasons

Thin aluminum-coated polyester/ polyethylene films 
Highly reflective, almost mirror-like
Lightweight, shorter-term use
Reflection is directional (Figure 1) 

Example(s) Extenday® Reflective Fabric
Lumilys®
ColorIt Reflective Cloth
Agritela Riflex, Agritela Lux

Mylar® film 
Extenday® DayBrilliantTM, Extenday® Cool ColorUpTM

EasyColor Metalized Reflective Foil

Pros Proven improved and most consistent colouration 
Durable and reusable 
Tolerance of machinery and foot traffic
Proven economic return on high-value cultivars

Very high reflectivity 
Lower initial cost 
Lightweight
Simpler deployment (easier install)

Cons Higher initial cost 
Additional labour required for deployment, movement, 
removal (anchoring systems) in comparison to films
Storage needed

Can tear more easily, less reusable 
Susceptible to wind damage
Short lifespan 
Typically require replacement (not necessarily repairable)
Performance decline with debris





Table 2. Colour improvement plant growth regulators that apple fruit colour directly and indirectly

Product Active Ingredient Role in Colouration Typical Application Timing Preharvest 
Interval (PHI)

Apogee Prohexadione-calcium Indirect
May improve colour through shoot 
growth reduction and improved 
light penetration.

First application when trees have 2.5 –
7.5 cm new growth
Make sequential application(s) 14 – 21 
days apart, if required.

45 days

Blush Prohydrojasmon
5.25%

Direct
Stimulates anthocyanin (red 
pigmentation) production.

7 to 28 days before harvest 7 days

Blush 2X Prohydrojasmon
10%

Direct
Stimulates anthocyanin (red 
pigmentation) production.

First application 28 to 21 days before 
harvest.
Second application 10 to 7 days before 
harvest.

7 days

Harvista 
1.3 SC

1-methylcyclopropene
1.3%

Indirect
Extends fruit hang time, allowing 
longer opportunity for colour 
development.

Apply 3 to 21 days before harvest.
Delays maturation by 7 to 14 days.

3 days

Kudos Prohexadione-calcium Indirect
May improve colour through shoot 
growth reduction and improved 
light penetration.

First application when trees have 2.5 –
7.5 cm new growth
Make sequential application(s) 14 – 21 
days apart, if required.

45 days

ReTain Aviglycine 
hydrochloride
15%

Indirect
Extends fruit hang time, allowing 
longer opportunity for colour 
development.

Apply 3 to 4 weeks prior for single 
pick cultivars.
Apply 1 to 2 weeks prior to multiple 
pick cultivars.
Delays maturation by 7 to 10 days.

7 days


